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Milliken Budget: Higher Education
Increases -If Auto Sales Go Up
Gov. William G. Milliken has recommended a 12.3 percent increase in appropriations to higher education for the
state's 1981-82 fiscal year. The recommendation is part of a $4.8 billion state
budget which, Milliken warned, is dependent on a resurgence in Michigan's sagging
automotive industry.
Milliken 's recommended increases for
individual colleges and universities vary,
with four at less than 10 percent and
several others at 14 percent or greater.
The governor recommended a 9.4 percent increase for Grand Valley.
"Because appropriations for state colleges and universities decreased by 5
percent in fiscal 1981, my recommendation for these institutions for 1982 is
an increase of $73 million, or 12.3 percent," Milliken said in his budget message.
For Grand Valley, the recommendation represents an increase from this
year's tentative allocation of $12.4 million to $13.6 million for the coming
fiscal year. The final budget for the
current year is still tentative, and Lansing
officials predict that further reductions
may be required within the next few
months.
"We're interpreting this very cautiously ," Ronald F. VanSteeland , Grand Valley's vice president for administration ,
said. "It was only a year ago that Governor Milliken recommended an increase

of 8.5 percent for higher education. By
the end of the appropriations process in
December, that figure was down to a
decrease of 5.1 percent - almost 14 percent below Milliken's initial plans.
"However," VanSteeland said, "we appreciate the governor's intention to restore some of the reductions made this
year in appropriations for colleges and
universities.
"In order to put the appropriation
recommendation into perspective, it's
important to look at what has happened
over the past two years. In 1979-80,
we received $13.1 million from the state.
For the current year, we're now at $12.4
million and for the coming year, Milliken
is recommending $13.6.
"In other words, this year we had a
5.1 percent decrease, so far. If we were to
receive a 9.4 percent increase for next
year, that would be, in effect, a 2.7 percent increase over our 1979-80 funding
level."
The figures cited by VanSteeland are
based on the, state's October-throughSeptember fiscal year. In terms of Grand
Valley's July-through-June fiscal year, the
institution received $12.9 million for
1979-80 and an estimated $12.6 for the
current year. The governor's recommendation translates to a $13.3 million appropriation for Grand Valley for the
1981-82 fiscal year.

Three-Year Budget Comparison
(Based on Grand Valley's July-through-June fiscal year)
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State Democratic leaders apparently
share VanSteeland's cautiousness. News
reports have quoted them calling the
governor's budget "over-optimistic," not
only because there are no signs yet of a
significant boost in auto sales, but also
because they disagree with Milliken 's
tax experts, who predict a major federal
tax cut this year. State Sen. Bill Huffman,
acting chairman of the Senate Appropria. tions Committee, reportedly predicts that
Milliken's budget will be about $50 million out of balance if the federal tax cut
does not occur.
In his budget message, Milliken said,
"This recommendation includes the reallocation of funds from lower priority institutional activities to financial aid to
students to help them offset the high
tuition levels they have borne in the past
year. This increase will also permit the
institutions to adjust to continued
nationwide inflationary pressure.
"As in the past, my recommendation
is based on a formula designed to allocate
funds equitably among the institutions by
including a variety of program and cost
factors."
"Enrollments at state colleges increased
by approximately one percent in fiscal
1981," Milliken said. 'I am recommending that these levels of enrollment also be
funded in fiscal 1982, with two exceptions. For the two institutions at which
enrollment declined, I recommend that
funding be maintained at 1980 levels to
buffer the effect of this loss."
The two institutions to which Milliken referred were Grand Valley and
Western Michigan University.
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The Grand Valley Forum is published
every Monday by the Public Relations
Office. All materials should be sent to
Dotti Sydloski, editor, Public Relations
Office, 316 Manitou Hall, Grand Valley
State Colleges, Allendale, Michigan,
49401. Telephone : 616/895-6611, ext.
222.

Sex Differences and Math
Math avoidance by women, its roots
in early childhood, and the obstacles it
creates will be the subject of a mathemallcs seminar presented by Georgianna
Klein on Monday, February 9. Klein will
also discuss real or imagined sex differences in the ability to learn mathematics
and math avoidance intervention programs.
The seminar, entitled, "Mathematics
and Sex," will cover subjects of interest
to person s involved in mathematics,
career counseling and women's studies.
ll will be held at 3 p.m . in Room 215,
Mackinac Hall.

The event is sponsored by the mathematics and computer science department,
in which Klein is a visiting instructor.
She has a B.A. from Berea College and an
M.S. from Purdue University, both in
mathematics. In addition to teaching
classes at Grand Valley for seven years,
Klein has also taught enrichment courses
in mathematics and creative problem solving for the Grand Rapids Public
Schools' Lighthouse Program for children.
Last fall, Klein attended a National
Science Foundation Chautauqua Short
Course on "Strategies for Increasing the
Participation of Women in .Vlathematics
and Mathematics-Related Field."

Calendar of Events
Monday, February 2

12 noon & 3 p.m.: Geoflicks - "Fire Under the Sea · The Origin of Pillow Lava"
and " Volcano! Mount St. Helens." 118 Lou tit. Free.
1- 5 p.m. : Art Exhibit - American folk art. Campus Center Gallery.
6- 9 p.m. : Seminar - "First Line Supervisor Training Course." Four consecutive
Mondays. Fee. $210. Grand Center, 245 Monroe, N.W ., Grand Rapids. Advance
registration required. Sponsored by the F.E. Seidman College of Business and
Administration. For registration or more information, contact the Conference
Department at 459-6524.
6 :30 p.m .: Women's Basketball - Northern Michigan University vs. GVSC at Allendale High School.
Wednesday, February 4

12 noon ·- J p.m.: Whistlestop Series - Dean Linda Johnson and Dean Calvin
Stockman. Campus Center, main lounge .
1- ·5 p.m.: Art Exhibit. See February 2 for details .
7 :30 p.m .: Men's Basketball - GVSC at Siena Heights.
7 :30 p.m. : Women's Basketball - Central Michigan University vs . G VSC at Allendale
High School.
Friday, February 6

12 noon: Lunch break series - Trio Dell' Arte. Calder Fine Arts Center. Free.
1- 5 p.m. : Art Exhibit. See February 2 for details.
3 p.m .: CAS Senate meeting. 214 Mackinac Hall.
Saturday, February 7
10 a.m . : Wrestling - Grand Valley State Invitational, Allendale High School.
2 p.m. : Men 's Basketball - GVSC at Saginaw Valley, University Center.
4 p.m .: Women's Basketball - GVSC at Saginaw Valley.
8- 12 p.m.: Tennis and volleyball party at the Racquet Club at Ramblewood.
Sponsored by the GVSC Faculty Club. For reservations, contact John Reifel,
233 Lake Huron Hall, ext. 482.
Sunday, February 8

10 :30 a.m . : Dialogue worship . Kistler Pit.
6 ::lO p.m. : Catho lic Mass. Commons Snack Bar.
Monday, February 9

12 noon & 3 p.m.: Geoflicks - "Erosion-Leveling the Land" and "Rocks That Form
on the Earth's Surface." 118 Loutit . Free .
1- 5 p.m.: Art Exhibit -· Prints by Takeshi Takahara (through February 23). Campu s Center Gallery.
3·--4 p.m.: Seminar - "Mathematics and Sex ." 215 Mackinac Hall. Free.
6- 9 p.m.: Seminar. See February 2 for details.

Center Seeks
Proposals
Research and Development. Crntrr Dir ector Howard Stein reports that although
the center's budget has been cut . th ere
are still some funds available for rese arch
projects. March 23 is the deadlin e for
submitting proposals for summer research stipends. The deadline for summer
and early fall research project proposals
is April 8. Interested persons should con sult the yellow Guide to R esearch and
Development Center, or call Stein at ext.
179.
The center is also interested in co sponsoring workshops for teachers, according to Stein. A one-day workshop on
human genetics, offered by the biology
department and the center. attracted 82
secondary teachers, including 19 who
traveled more than 100 miles to atte nd
the event.
"May is a good time to schedule work shops like these because Grand Valley 's
classes are over and elementary and high
schools are still in session," Stein says.
"This is an ' effective way to recruit
students."
Stein urges interested persons to call
him to discuss workshop possibilities.

Faculty
Sketch
College of Arts and Sciences chemistry
professor Richard Atkinson was the
featured speaker at the January 22
meeting of the Western Michigan section
of the American Chemical Society.
Atkinson talked about " Adriamycin and
TK3 in Cancer Chemotherapy."
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